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                                     Town of West Boylston
140 Worcester Street, West Boylston, Massachusetts  01583

Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes
	Date / Time / Location of Meeting
	Monday, 5/3/2021/6:00p.m./ MEETING TOOK PLACE AT WEST BOYLSTON SENIOR CENTER, 120 PRESCOTT ST., WEST BOYLSTON, MA; FACE COVERINGS WERE REQUIRED AND SOCIAL DISTANCING TOOK PLACE. 

	
	

	Members Present
	William Chase (Chair), David Mercurio (Vice-Chair), Emily Eaton, Carl Haarmann and Clerk Toby Goldstein.

	Members NOT Present
	John Hadley (Vice-Chair)

	Invited Guests
	N/A

	
	

	Welcome – Call to Order 
	Time: 6:00 p.m.

	
	

	Approval of Previous Minutes
	4/5/2021

	Motion Originator
	Ms. Eaton

	                                                          Motion Seconded
	Mr. Haarmann

	
	

	Treasurer – Financial Report
	Mr. Chase reviewed the report prior to the meeting.

	Motion to Accept
	N/A

	Seconded
	N/A

	
	


At 6:03 pm, Mr. Mercurio made a motion to open the meeting.  Ms. Eaton seconded the motion.  All in favor.

Public Hearing, Hanioti Properties LLC, Request for Determination of Applicability, 328 West Boylston St. (Dairy Queen):


(Mr. Chase read aloud the public hearing notice).  (Erin Moudios represented).  In an informal discussion at the April 5 meeting, Mr. Chase informed the board of the applicant’s proposal to build a patio out in front of the Dairy Queen building to help maintain social distancing of customers.  At Mr. Chase’s request, Ms. Moudios gave a brief description of what they had done; she described that they removed some grass (10 feet out from the building and 35 feet long), and put stone, stone dust, some pavers and a cement barrier around for the fence to be installed into the cement part, and it will be a small patio.  Mr. Chase noted that the front of the building is the 200-foot mark, and all work will be outside the protected zone.  He explained that they could not go any further because, at 220 feet, MA DOT has a road there.  In response to Mr. Mercurio, Mr. Chase replied that it is on DOT land and the road is supposed to be there where the lawn is (he pointed out where he meant and mentioned other similar cases), but they are outside the zone so not under Concomm jurisdiction, and they cannot go any further because of MA DOT.  He explained to Mr. Mercurio that the purpose of the filing is to have the paperwork all in order, and also eventually to tie together this land and the land next door (where customers park); they will address this land next door in a traffic pattern.  The board discussed several other businesses that had done similar things because of the pandemic.  Mr. Chase noted that the applicant employed Glenn Krevosky to come up with a design for this and that Mr. Chase has all the paperwork from him to support this project.  With no further comments or questions, Mr. Mercurio made a motion to close the public hearing.  Ms. Eaton seconded.  All in favor.  Mr. Mercurio then made a motion to accept the proposal as presented and to issue a negative determination.  Ms. Eaton seconded.  All in favor.
Other Business:

Informal Discussion Regarding Prospect Street:


Mr. Chase explained that there is a situation at 51 Prospect St. where the property owner is cutting trees in the watershed and Mr. Chase stopped him from continuing, and he wants to send the owner a letter instructing that there be no more cutting until an engineer delineates his property line.

Informal Discussion Regarding Meola’s Ice Cream Property on West Boylston Street:


Mr. Chase explained that Mark Meola wants to get an extension of his Order of Conditions which gave him permission to fill in the back of the property; he mentioned that he had been doing this for years, but is looking for an extension, and would like to send Mr. Meola a letter allowing him to do so until an extension can formally be issued.

Informal Discussion Regarding Worcester County Jail:


Mr. Chase explained that they were issued an Order of Conditions previously, but now want to tear down a building that is in the zone but was not covered in the Order, even though it is in the same work area; they already were issued an extension of the Order of Conditions, good until June, 2023.  Mr. Chase wants to issue them a letter stating that they had that extension already but adding this other building so that they can obtain another permit from the Building Inspector for this other building to be demolished.

Mr. Haarmann then made a motion to authorize the sending of these three letters.  Ms. Eaton seconded.  All in favor.  Mr. Chase will issue the letters with Ms. Goldstein.

Prospective New Members of Conservation Commission:


Mr. Chase mentioned that former Concomm member, Colin Cahill, and Jeffrey Perkins, applied for Associate Member positions.  Mr. Mercurio and Ms. Goldstein responded that they have not been sworn in yet, and Mr. Chase suggested that the board will wait for the new appointments before reorganization of the Commission.
Minutes of April 5, 2021 Meeting:


After review of the draft minutes by the board members, Ms. Eaton made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Mr. Haarmann seconded.  All in favor.
New Contact Information for Next Concomm Meeting:


Mr. Chase instructed Ms. Goldstein to put this together for the board members for their new MACC membership cards.

Informal Discussion Regarding Quinapoxit Dam work at Reservoir:


Mr. Chase gave the board a short update on this.
Treasurer’s/Financial Report:


Mr. Chase reviewed the most recent report prior to the meeting and this was not discussed this evening.

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING – JUNE 7, 2021, LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED.
.
With no further questions or comments, Ms. Eaton made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 p.m.  Mr. Haarmann seconded.  All in favor.

Submitted by:  _________________________________________






Reviewed by:  ___________________________________________



Date submitted:  _________________________________________

