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                                     Town of West Boylston
140 Worcester Street, West Boylston, Massachusetts  01583

Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes
	Date / Time / Location of Meeting
	Monday, 2/8/2021/6:00p.m./ MEETING TOOK PLACE AT WEST BOYLSTON SENIOR CENTER, 120 PRESCOTT ST., WEST BOYLSTON, MA; FACE COVERINGS WERE REQUIRED AND SOCIAL DISTANCING TOOK PLACE. 

	
	

	Members Present
	William Chase (Chair), John Hadley (Vice-Chair), Emily Eaton, Carl Haarmann and Clerk Toby Goldstein.

	Members NOT Present
	David Mercurio (Vice-Chair)

	Invited Guests
	N/A

	
	

	Welcome – Call to Order 
	Time: 6:10 p.m.

	
	

	Approval of Previous Minutes
	8/3/2020, 9/14/2020, 9/21/2020, 1/4/2021

	Motion Originator
	(See Below)

	                                                          Motion Seconded
	(See Below)

	
	

	Treasurer – Financial Report
	Mr. Chase reviewed the report prior to the meeting.

	Motion to Accept
	N/A

	Seconded
	N/A

	
	


At 6:10 pm, Mr. Chase called the meeting to order.
Public Hearing, Michael Coveney on Behalf of West Boylston Water District, Request for Determination of Applicability, 699 Thomas Street:


(Scott Simpson and Michael Coveney represented).  (Mr. Chase read aloud the public hearing notice).  Mr. Simpson explained that MA DEP was requiring the construction of a water treatment facility for the removal of manganese from the existing Oakdale Well on the Central MA Rail Trail at the entrance on Thomas Street.  He said that the Town of West Boylston gifted them a one-acre parcel of land that would be used for this purpose further west along the Rail Trail, a flat parcel of land behind the train cars.  Referring to a map of the site, he said that they were looking to minimize work in the 200-foot riverfront protection zone and the 100-foot buffer zone.  He noted that they will fit the entire facility outside of the 200-foot zone.  He described that there will be a stormwater basin to capture runoff from the roof of the building, and this will also be outside of the 200-foot zone, and there will also be an infiltration basin for backwash water to infiltrate once it’s settled, and this will also be outside of the 200-foot zone.  They will have no disturbances within the 100-foot buffer zone around the river itself, and that’s where their erosion control perimeter will be along.  He noted that, within the 100 to 200-foot area by the river there will be minor grading taking place, also a short driveway down to the rail cars, and they will place a little rip rap for erosion control.  He asserted that they are trying to keep disturbances to a minimum.  Mr. Simpson added that there is an existing gravel access road, which is adjacent to the Rail Trail and used for access by the Fire Dept., and this will be used for access to the treatment facility; under it will be a water pipeline that connects to the pump house, then water treatment facility and back out to Thomas Street; all of these will be under the existing gravel road and this will be restored to another gravel access road after the construction is done .         

In response to Ms. Eaton, Mr. Simpson replied that the Rail Trail will remain open during construction.  In response to a question from Mr. Haarmann, Mr. Simpson replied that the facility will be brick for aesthetics, and located uphill from the Rail Trail and set back, with about a 100-foot buffer between the Rail Trail and the treatment facility, and he described where plantings will be placed and noted that there is a section of older pavements in the area of the box cars in bad condition and that will be removed.  In response to a question from Mr. Chase regarding parking, Mr. Simpson responded that there will be a small loading dock adjacent to the facility for a pickup truck, and there would be a temporary gate for the Rail Trail.  In response to Mr. Haarmann, Mr. Simpson described where the facility will be located and pressed up against the hill, and reiterated that it will be removing manganese from the well water.  Mr. Coveney explained that the manganese causes the black color in toilet water fed by the Oakdale well.  In response to Ms. Eaton, Mr. Coveney replied that manganese has been present for over 20 years, but nothing had been done about it before as it hadn’t been a health issue until a couple of years ago when it was determined that it could cause health problems.  He said that it is only the Oakdale well that has this problem, and he explained that they had been looking for a new well around this well for years but hadn’t been able to find one; the only way to keep this well was to build a treatment facility.  In response to Mr. Chase, Mr. Coveney replied that the well is 56 feet deep, and opined that it is the best quantity well in Town, but not in quality.  He replied to Mr. Chase that Pleasant Valley well behind the former Fish and Game building also had a manganese problem, and another well is being drilled 200 feet away from there and they have already tested that.  He also replied to Mr. Chase that manganese does not get caught in the sand around there and they think they will be pulling most of the water for the new well from the Reservoir.  The board opined that this project was necessary.  Mr. Coveney added that the facility will have a saltbox-type of style with a metal roof.  Mr. Simpson continued, describing how the runoff will be treated by going to a sediment forebay and from there into the infiltration basin.  He noted that DCR signed off on the plans.

With no further questions or comments, Ms. Eaton made a motion to close the public hearing.  Mr. Haarmann seconded.  All in favor.  Ms. Eaton then made a motion to grant a negative determination to the applicant.  Mr. Haarmann seconded.  All in favor.

Other Business:

Minutes of 8/3/2020:  After review of the draft minutes by the board, Ms. Eaton made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Haarmann seconded.  All in favor.

Minutes of 9/14/2020:  After review of the draft minutes by the board, Mr. Hadley made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Haarmann seconded.  Three voted in favor, Ms. Eaton abstained.
Minutes of 9/21/2020:  After review of the draft minutes by the board, Ms. Eaton made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Haarmann seconded.  All in favor.

Minutes of 1/4/2021:  After review of the draft minutes by the board, Ms. Eaton made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Hadley seconded.  All in favor.

Mr. Chase’s Trail Update:  Mr. Chase said that he had no new information to share.
Treasurer’s/Financial Report:  The board discussed the possibility of purchasing a laptop, as Ms. Goldstein did not have access to her computer at Town Hall due to shutdown of the building; Mr. Chase noted that, according to the Financial Report, the board had sufficient funds for the purchase.  Ms. Goldstein informed them that she was most likely going to use a laptop from DPW and was going to look into that first.
NEXT MEETING – FEBRUARY 22, 2021, SPECIAL MEETING, TO TAKE PLACE AT WEST BOYLSTON SENIOR CENTER.
With no further questions or comments, Ms. Eaton made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:32 p.m.  Mr. Haarmann seconded.  All in favor.
Submitted by:  _________________________________________






Reviewed by:  ___________________________________________



Date submitted:  _________________________________________
